
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 
 
WIRELESS POWER CONSORTIUM ADDS LEADING TECHNOLOGY BRANDS, 
SIGNALS FURTHER MOMENTUM FOR GLOBAL ADOPTION OF QI STANDARD 
  
Successful completion of second round of interoperability testing and notification 
that Qi receivers for consumer products1 will be royalty-free mark new milestones 
  

HONG KONG – 3 December, 2009 – The Wireless Power Consortium (the Consortium) 

announced today the addition of seven new members, including Research In Motion (RIM), a 

leader in wireless communications with its award-winning range of BlackBerry® smartphones, and 

Energizer, one of the world's largest manufacturers of primary batteries, battery-powered devices 

and flashlights.  The Consortium also announced the successful completion of the second round of 

prototype testing at a members' interoperability test held on 27-28 October.   

 

Membership of the Consortium now stands at 21 leading device and electronics manufacturers. In 

addition to RIM and Energizer, the other new members are: case-mate, a leading digital 

accessories company; Continental Automotive, a leading global automotive supplier; Hanrim 

Postech, a leading Korean-based battery manufacturer; Logah Technology, a Taiwan-based 

professional OEM/ODM manufacturer; and Rohm Semiconductor, a leading manufacturer of 

semiconductors for the consumer market. 

 

“The successful completion of the second round of interoperability testing and the notification that 

Qi receivers will be royalty-free
1
 for consumer products will make it attractive for device 

manufacturers to include wireless power capability in a broad range of mass market products. This 

also provides device manufacturers with predictability and transparency as they plan their product 

roadmaps,” said Camille Tang, President, ConvenientPower Limited and Co-Chair, Wireless Power 

Consortium, Promotion Work Group. 

 

“The Consortium expects that wireless power receivers will be integrated into a significant 

percentage of all battery-powered mobile devices and into the batteries themselves. What USB is 

for wired connectivity, Qi will become for wireless power,” said Ms. Tang. 

 



 

 

 

The new members of the Consortium welcomed the opportunity to support the Qi universal 

standard: 

case-mate: 

"We are proud to be a member of the Consortium, participating in the acceleration of wireless 

power technology by launching environmentally conscious and lifestyle changing wireless 

solutions," said Shashi Reddy, Chief Executive Officer, case-mate. 

Continental Automotive: 

"Continental Automotive is committed to innovation and we are pleased to participate in the 

universal wireless power standard and prepare the integration of this new technology in cars," said 

Bruno Albesa, Senior Innovation Project Manager, Continental Automotive. 

Energizer: 

“Energizer is excited to join the Wireless Power Consortium,” commented Jeff Ziminski, Chief 

Marketing Officer, Energizer. “The development of the Qi standard provides the opportunity to 

satisfy consumer demand for convenient and wireless power for all of their high-tech portable 

devices.” 

Hanrim Postech: 

“We are pleased to participate in the universal standardization of wireless power as a new member 

of the Consortium.  Wireless power is a game-changing technology with tremendous potential to 

change the way people live. Even though it is early days for wireless power, we will soon face a 

world without wires!” said Dr. Yoon-Sang Kook, Chief Technology Officer, Hanrim Postech. 

Logah Technology: 

“We are very excited to see the establishment of a universal standard in wireless charging, which 

will accelerate the adoption of wireless power technology in many electronic devices,” said Bob Ho, 

Director, New Products, Logah Technology Corp.  

Research In Motion: 

“We're pleased to join the Wireless Power Consortium and work in a concerted effort to bring about 

open and interoperable wireless charging standards that will benefit consumers,” said Mike 

McAndrews, Vice President, Product Marketing, Research In Motion. 

Rohm Semiconductor: 

“We are pleased to participate in the Consortium and contribute to the revolution of electronic 

devices with our advanced power-management technology,” said Hiroo Mochida, Director, KTC LSI 

Development, Rohm Semiconductor. 

 



 

 

 

Consumer research has indicated that a universal standard in wireless power charging ranked 

within the top 20 percent of consumer lifestyle demands and that more than 80 percent of 

consumers surveyed saw wireless power as something they would use with virtually all of their 

electronic devices every time they charge them
2
. The Consortium’s Qi universal standard pioneers 

the interoperability needed for easy, convenient wireless power charging everywhere.  

 

About Qi  and the Wireless Power Consortium 

Established 17 December 2008, the Wireless Power Consortium’s mission is to create and promote 

wide market adoption of Qi  the international wireless power standard for interoperability across 

rechargeable electronic devices.  Members include case-mate, Continental Automotive, 

ConvenientPower, Duracell, Energizer, Fulton Innovation, Hanrim Postech, Hosiden, Leggett & 

Platt, Logah Technology, National Semiconductor, Nokia, Olympus, Philips, RIM, Rohm 

Semiconductor, Samsung, Sanyo, Shenzhen Sangfei Consumer Communications, ST-Ericsson, 

and Texas Instruments. 

 

The Wireless Power Consortium welcomes and invites all interested companies to join as members.  

More information can be found at wirelesspowerconsortium.com. 

 

Qi  is pronounced “chee” and means “vital energy”. This “vital energy” principle 

is recognized as 氣 气 (Chinese Qi), 気 (Japanese Ki), 기 (Korean Gi), prana (Sanskrit), 

πνεῦμα (Greek).  
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Text 100 Public Relations 
Phone: (852) 2821 8697 
Fax: (852) 2866 6220 

Email:  sissi.chu@text100.com.hk 
 
 
 
 
 
1
 Subject to conditions specified In Wireless Power Consortium Charter and related agreements. 

2 
Research conducted with Ipsos Vantis, AcuPOLL and Frost & Sullivan. 
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